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Introduction
00:00

Alejandra Garcia (AG): Let’s see here. Today is November 3rd. We are starting at 11 a.m. and we are interviewing, your name again? Your full name.

Liya Alice Chen (AC): Liya Alice Chen. You said 11 o’clock? 
 
Gerardo Aleman (GA): It is 9:11. [laughs]

AG: Oh, 9: 11. Sorry 11. Getting a little nervous here. Ok, so let’s start. Please tell us your full name.

AC: Uh, Liya that is first name, middle name is Alice, last name is Chen C-H-E-N.

AG: So, you were saying Liya is beautiful.

AC: Beautiful. Li means beautiful Ya means Asia. [laughs]

AG: Oh! I love it!

GA: Oh, so it is Ly-Ya? Oh, I thought it was Lia. Oh ok
 
AG: Because usually you spell it L-I-A

AC: or L-E-A-H

AG: What year were you born and where?

AC: Uh, I was born in Nanking (Nanjing), China. 1947 August the 8th   is the Chinese Father’s Day, Pa-Pa. (father)

AG: So, you were a gift?

AC: Yeah! My dad was really excited. [laughs]

AG: Um, Were you the first child?

AC: First, I was the older one. Uh hu

AG: and what year did you come to the U.S?

AC: 1969

AG: 1969? That’s the year my mom was born. [laughs]

AC: Going to be 50 years next year

AG: Um, Let’s see. Um, you said you picked your name? from...

AC: The English name.

AG:  The English name, ok. So, what is your ethnic background?

AC: Chinese

AG: Um, can you tell us the names of your parents?

AC: My father is Zhi Cai, Chang C-H-A-N-G is my maiden name, and my mom is Lai Feng Zhen

AG: How many siblings did you have?

AC: I have one younger brother. He was born um two years later, yeah.

AG: and how was your relationship with him?

AC: We were very close when we were growing up cause I was like always taking care of him. I brought  cookies from kindergarten and all of that. And umm he came to the United States stayed with us. I helped him go to computer school, so he got a job. Then he got married with this lady from Northern China. They have three grand...three children, but right now we do not have much contact. They live in Phoenix.

AG: oh, that’s pretty far.

AC: Uh hum.

AG: So, it is only the two of you, and what language did you guys speak at home?

AC: Mandarin

CHILDHOOD IN CHINA/TAIWAN 03:31

AG:  Mandarin Um, can you tell us a little bit more about the time from China before you came to the U.S, how was your life?

AC: Okay what I remember was we moved around a lot because my dad was in the air force. So, he you know. That’s what I was told. We came from *city in China, China to Taiwan by ship ok. So I was one and a half years old. I was the only one who wasn’t sick, on the ocean travel. So, we ended up in one city for my preschool and kindergarten. Then we moved to Taipei for my elementary school.  Then I moved to another school, another school, then I went back to that city when I was in the fourth grade. So, I just remember we were in the moving van all the time. Until, fifth grade, we finally settled in Taipei. I graduated elementary school, then you know studied middle, high school, college all in Taipei.

AG: Did you have any friends?

AC: No [laughs] I mean when I was uh...before my elementary school I really know anybody before then I move again. So, that is why I was very shy. Um in the beginning when I settled in Taipei, still you know new. Then in high school the first three years from eight to... no, seventh, eighth, and ninth we stayed in one class that’s middle school. Then for high school we switched every year because then you get separate because you know what you want to study. Then you group into A group, B group, C group so I again transferred three times. So, I was very close to my college friends. We still keep in touch. Ever since we graduated, we always keep in touch. We are going to have our fiftieth graduation celebration back in Taiwan. Yeah

AG: How do you feel about it?

AC: Very Good. We have line so we been planning what to do and we passed the pictures we have for our graduation, travel, every time we get together. So a lot of pictures.

AG: So you guys are up to date with the technology?

AC: Yes, yes oh yeah. We have line, we chat uh huh.

AG: Nice! I like it. Um, I am not familiar with the history, but you said your dad was in the air force? What war or was there a war back then?

AC: Yeah, that was the war. He graduated from a university in China with Electrical Engineering. So, he is very good. At that time, they needed um...people to fix the airplane so I think that the war first against Japan, then it’s the communist.

[phone rings]- she excuses herself

Um yeah , so he went to um the city Chongqing you are going to hear a lot of um our generation grew up in Chongqing the west province. That’s where they retreated to and um that’s why after we arrived in Taiwan the government set up elementary school for the children from the army from the air force from the navy. Yeah, this we are very close to because our parents are all from air force.

GA: Was it a military school where it was depending on the service you were in or was it just military all together?

AC: It was just a regular school, but you know if your parents are in the air force you belong to one group, so different locations. We still have reunions...yeah

FAMILY AS A CHILD 00:09:56
AG: and then let’s see here...Who lived in your household as a child?

AC: Umm basically my mom, she was a teacher. I think she was a kindergarten teacher then she became an elementary teacher. She is a very good teacher, and my brother and me. And my dad all I remember he is always out. You know fixing planes because the plane gets old, so you know he had us…

[Cries]
So, he said um um...this country's first family second.  So, he is not around a lot.

AG: But I see you loved him a lot,

AC: oh yeah because I know what he is doing.

AG: you speak very nice of him, so he wasn't around. And your mom was always taking care of you guys. How was your relationship with your mom? 

AC: Oh, she, she's, she's a giver. So, she gives everything. She grew up in a very rich family, you know, a landowner and all that. And she's the youngest daughter. She's the twelfth child. When my grandma had her, she was 42, so she grew up like a princess. So, when we went to Taiwan, she brought some dowry, you know, like, um, gold bracelet, nice material, but she had to pound them, uh, for milk for my brother. So, I told my brother he grew up on gold

[laughs]

and she, she cooked, she will go to the, well, get a water and all that. But she's afraid of snake, snakes and at that time the city we were in, there were a lot of rice field. So, before the Japanese left, they let out the poison snakes. So, there were so many snakes all over and they're poisonous. And my mom would be cooking, and all of a sudden she would yell “Oh Snake!”. You know, it's black and white, you know?

GA: The big scary one’s

AC: Yeah. So, she, she hates snakes. 

AG: So, you say your mom had 11 siblings? 

AC: Yes, but, uh, I think half of them survived. So, the older brother, he was in the army, he became a general later, uh, the third brother. He was in the army too, the second brother. They all came to Taiwan. The second brother I think he's in um, not in the army then. Then none of the sisters came. They all stayed in Taiwan, uh, in China. And uh, some of them, they became doctors. 

AG: Did you ever meet any of them?

AC: Yeah, the uncles in Taiwan, we get together quite often. And I met my father's side one sister. She was a doctor in Shanghai. So, whenever we go to Shanghai, we will visit them. They are okay. They didn't suffer too much. 

AG: Yeah, they have any children? Cousin’s of yours

AC: Yes. Yeah, they have a twin daughter and a son.

AG: Do you like going back home? 

AC: Well, you know that that's. We always talk about that. We've been here for 50 years, so where Is home, right. So, when we go to China where I was born, they say, oh, you're from Taiwan. We go to Taiwan, they say, Oh, you're from the United States. So, when were in United States? Said, okay, you're from China. So, to us still United States feel more like home. 

AG: You have a lot of homes.

AC: Right, right. But we do have a lot of friends in Taiwan, in China, just because the history we know, we feel, you know, it's still in our blood. We, we've been to China, I think about like 10 times. We have visited almost all the cities. I mean a lot of other cities.

CHILDREN 00:13:58

AG: Do you take your children with you?

AC: Oh yeah. We have two sons and the older one a Jeffrey, he, he's, he's going to be 46 next week. Uh, and the younger one, he's 44. He's been with us to one trip. Uh, but Jeffrey not, I have sent them a, taken them to summer school in Taipei when they were in middle school. 

AG: Do you have grandchildren?

AC: Yes. A Larry. The younger one has three sons. All boys. I live in the boys' territory. 

AG: Do they live around here? 

AC: Uh, the, uh, Jeffrey lives in Santa Monica and Larry, his family lives in Berkeley. They come down about every three months because he worked for the church full time in Anaheim. So, they come down. Yeah, for three years. Three months.

AG: Well, that leads us to our next question. How important was your fate to your community and did you attend church or the temple? 

AC: Um, I, um, the first part is how important the faith to the community. Yeah. Yeah. I think is very important. But the faith to me, the definition is broader is just belief. You know, something good in people and you can do something for the people. I always feel I'm always picking up trash along the way. My son was like, mom, somebody will do it. While I was in the restroom I mean in a restaurant. When I finish I will clean the table. And all that, but they are paid for it. But I said, I'm not doing anything. Why don't I just do it? So, I believe, um, uh, the world is better with me, you know, so if I'm here, you know, do some good. But as far as faith goes, I, I went to the temple with my mom. She's a Buddhist. I went to the Catholic Church with my aunt. She's a Catholic because her kids won't go with her. She always take me. And I was baptized as a Christian. Was Larry my second son when he was in high school. We both baptized together. So I went for two years, um, you know, every week. But somehow to me, um, I was a little bit disenchanted after awhile because the main thing they say is like, you are nothing, you only the vessel for God. I know what they mean, but I don't like to hear you are nothing because we've been trying so hard to be something. I'm not saying I'm that good, I don't need anything. But I don't think I'm nothing so. But my, my son is very, very dedicated, which is fine. I support him and he went to Caltech and he's a B.S in Chemical Engineering. He went to Berkeley got  his master in chemical engineering. Then after that he said, I want to work for the church full-time. I said, okay, you've, that's your calling, you know, just do it. So he's very happy and his wife is from the same, same church from Boston and because church they met and they got married and all that. So yeah. So I think faith is important. You will live across from the big church there. But I think um, to me it needed to be more inclusive, you know? Um, like when we went to Croatia, we saw the temp, I didn’t know they have so much interaction with the Muslims across. Not Croatia, Spain spend a hell of a lot of, uh, interaction with the Muslims. So we went to this one place. You used to be a Muslim church, but when the Catholic took over , they didn't take down the church that has built up the Catholic church on top of the Muslim. I think that's not, to me, it's perfect. It should be the way. 

FAITH 00: 17: 45

AG: So how do you think your faith was back in the day, during the times of war for your family? 

AC: My faith back home. I think more Buddhist.

AG: More Buddhist?

AC: Yeah. Because we grew up was um, a lot of, you know, Buddhist influence. You know, you bow to your ancestors, you burned incense during special holidays. Mainly is Buddhist. We believe in a reincarnation. Yeah. I don't think the Christians believing reincarnation yeah. But uh, the Buddhists believe in reincarnation, so you really, really, really good. You don't have to come back so you, [laughing] every time you come back you need to improve yourself some more.

AG: We gotta be good then. What were the important things that your family saved for?

AC: Faith? Family?

AG: Like Save, let's say, how long did it take for your family to achieve their goal? 

AC: Ok, for my family, uh, my parents mainly is for myself. I'm brother, go to school and Taiwan has very good public schools. Very good. So I went to a unit, but you do have to take test. So I went to a very good high school and so did my brother. Even the college was also public. Yeah. 

MAJOR 00: 20: 03

AG: What's your major?

	AC: I was made major in pharmacy and then I came to USC to study the PhD in Pharmaceutical 		Chemistry. Yeah. Um, then I met my husband and he's studying PhD in aerospace Engineering 	and that was in the 1970’s. So, we said two PhD’s will be hard to find a job together. So, USC 	has a PharmD, Doctor  Pharmacy Professional Pharmacy. So, we thought it, for a long time. So I 	switched to a doctor in pharmacy. I was very sad. I cry for a month because everybody wants to I 	have a PhD and my, my, my dad always say your doctor pharmacy but you're not a real doctor. [Laughs] So, but I, I kinda, I kinda feel glad, because a is very useful knowing your medication. So, I was able to take the kid to care of the kids, take care of my parents and my father in law and now ourselves. So, it's easier because I know about it. So yeah, that's what I was studying. And the graduate study I was doing nuclear medicine. Yeah. Good thing I didn't continue because uh, my postdoc, she had cancer and my, my professor’s son it was disabled because at that time it wasn't very strict. We just had let bricks, that's all. We do have a batch to check the activity. Radioactivity, but it's not that good. 

AG: So, for those who don't know what is nuclear medicine?  

AC: Radioactive. Yeah, that's why you had the lead bricks to, to block the radioactive waves. Yeah. Just like nuclear bombs. Yeah. Yeah.

AG: Never heard of it.

AC: Because the um, uh, the Fund for the PhD always have to have funding. That's from a atomic energy. Yeah. That's why we're studying. So, my thesis was to how do you repair radio damage. Anyway.

AG: That’s hard. 

AC: So, after I retire from pharmacy I was, I want to go back to, to my PhD. Yeah. 

AG: How was your college life?

AC: College in a, um, uh, Taiwan, we, we had fun. Yeah, we have big. It's a very good school. National Taiwan University is the top school in, in Taiwan and pharmacy is a very good school. We study a lot with the medical students, so I love it. We do, um, herbal, you know, the first year you cut up the roots, you read the, you know, roots just one semester, the herbals, pharmaceutical chemistry. To me, a lot of people think it's hard because the textbook is this thick. Okay. Now you know, the structures being from chemistry. But to me it all makes sense to me. It wasn't that hard for me. You know, how this one goes to the lung, how this one goes to the brain, you know, you change your chemical structure than this was, you know, make it more soluble, less soluble. So, I like it. So, I like chemistry. I like physics. I the only thing. Oh no, that was later. The I'm not good with um, literature. I got confused with history and geography. Yeah. So, my husband's very good. Was that I got so confused where, when.

AG: So, he has what don't have and you have what he doesn’t have.  You guys make a good team. I'm still surprised with like thinking your mom came from 12 children and then she only had two. You only had two. Yeah, but at least you guys carried on the last name because you have two boys. Your son has three boys, so that's good. 

	What was your maiden last name?

AC: Chang, C- H- A- N- G .

AG: Oh, Okay.

AC: That's why it was not hard when I got married, you know, actually. I'm Mrs. Chen. Mrs. Chang. So, a lot of people that have problems when they got married, they had to change their last name. So for me is close. 

AG: Is there a meaning to the last name?

AC: Um, no. It just. No, this one doesn't C-HA-N-G is a big. Both are very big. Name, major lot of populations. You just from different uh, uh, ancestors. Yeah. This from different location or my husband can explain.

AG: Okay. Which, we're going to, to a different topic. Which holidays did your family celebrate and how did you celebrate them?

AC: Oh, in Taiwan. My family back, back. Taiwan. We celebrate like the Moon Festival, which is seen your lunar calendar August the 15th when the moon is the brightest, the, the, you know, usually that's in September. I have two cousins. They're twins, fraternal twins. They were born that day and moon festival than you. New Year. Of course, the lunar calendar year, um, we have to go around say happy birthday to all of the relatives. They always have some goodies for us. So those are the two I remember. Now of course you have one is you'd go to the grave site to visit the grandparents and all that. 

AG: What was your favorite one? 

AC: The favorite one, I will say the New Year because we all get a red envelope with money.

AG: Is that when they bring out like the Dragon? 

AC: Oh yeah. And the firecrackers and the money part and we all give red envelopes. 

AG: And now that you live here in the US, um, how did you adopt to the holidays here?

AC: Um, we like it, you know, as long as it's, you know, we all, you know, we do Halloween at the club. We do, um, all the holidays, Thanksgiving, but mainly at the club. But um, we ourselves, my husband like Chinese food. So, Jeffrey, my older son's daughter, her mother is Japanese, her father's Caucasian. So, she likes to celebrate thanksgiving. So when they first got married, they came over for Thanksgiving and then we went to the Chinese restaurant, so she realized that we don't do Turkey and all that, so we don't do, but they come over for our birthdays, Father's Day, Mother's Day, uh, and we go watch movies every Christmas Day. Just the four of us. Yeah. Because they both are very, um, very much into movies 

GA: He’s the one who is into animation?

AC: Right! and she's a writer. Yeah.

AG: I think I missed that part. So, your older son, he has children as well? 

AC: No, she doesn't. He doesn't. Okay. Choose not to. He's the one who a in the church. No, he's the one in the, uh, computer animation.

AG: Now I got it. Um, so we already talked your family, celebrated traditional Chinese holidays. What costumes or traditions were important to your family?

 AC: We, yeah, I guess the New Year because we always have new clothes for the new year and I'm the, we don't really dress up in a Chinese and Mandarin dress, but when we go to parties, you know, that is expected you dress up. Either that one or the short. Like vest. Yeah. So mainly New Years, the others, we don't have costumes.

AG: Do you remember your grandparents?
 
AC: Just uh.

AG: and what was the most interesting thing that your grandparents told you? 

AC: Okay. Um, I was too young before he died, but, um, I just remember he has a long white beard. Uh, he's very nice, very gentle. He, he's the only one can come out. All the others died right before they left mainland. Um, he's my, my mom's father.

AG: Do you remember his name? 

AC: No, we just call him Wia Gong. That means a GRANDPA. I'm. No, I don't.
  
AG: Can you describe your daily life as a child?
 
AC: Well, it depends on which stage. When I was young, I would help my mom a lot. Just take care of my, my brother. Then when I start school. You do the homework. Um, yeah, just help things around. Then in high school, you know, my parents, they, they always say go study, don't do anything because I like to learn how to cook, to wash. They don't want me to do anything. Just go study, go study. So, I was studying most of the time I didn't. I didn't know how to cook when we got married. So, in college is the same thing. We were busy was um, you know, schoolwork, you know parties, not wild party, but the birthday parties things and travel, so didn't do much at home. The only thing I remember is my mom is a teacher, my dad is, um, a unit was in the army later on he worked for a China Airlines, but you know, the income wasn't that high. So, I took a job as a tutor. So, I was tutoring, I was in college, I was tutoring, a lot of kids. I saved money. I'm a money saver. So, anything my parents gave me, the red envelopes I saved them. So, whenever we need to buy something, I always pull out some money and my parents said, “Where did you get that?” So that's how my habit is like that. 

AG: So, you like to help? 

AC: Yeah. 

AG: So, would you say that in your childhood, studying was like the main thing? 

AC: Yeah, yeah. Studying and just with, um, to me I guess because my mom is the only one taking care of us. And also, uh, when my dad was working for the air force, the airplane we live in a community is all air force people and you see the pilot's family, they will go to father would go fight, they may come back, they may not come back. So, we have a lot of family. The father, the father just didn’t come back, you know, so my mom was a very protective so we don't, we don't get to, you know, go, go way too far from her. [sobbing]

AG: So, we did talk about some of your chores. What expectations did your family have for you growing up?

AC: Mainly is to study, get into good school and um, just have a good job.
	               
GA: Oh, did your mom want you to do anything specific when you grew up?

AC: Probably I want to be a doctor. Yeah, I, I wanted to be a doctor. Um, I don't know why, but um, I wanted to be. But um, then I had a big surgery when I was 17. I got an ovarian cyst that's benign, so I had a big surgery, uh, the before the last year of college. Then I saw other medical students and residents. Oh, they work so hard now, had 24 hours, “How long have you been here?” “ 24 hours”. I said, oh, I can do that. So that's why I didn't go for doctor degrees. So, I went from pharmacy school, but I, I, I'm interested in the body, you know, I'm a human being so. Yeah. But they didn't, they didn't really expect because my uncle, my, my father's brother is a doctor. His sister, his sister is a doctor. Not from my mom’s side. Yeah. But Dr always interests me. 

AG: You were a Doctor, PhD.

AC: Not a real doctor my mom said.

AG: Okay. Did you notice when you were growing up, did you think you were being treated different than your brother? 

AC: No. No. I, I think in a way because boys being boys, he's always in trouble so he's always. My Dad always punishes him and he liked to play sport. He's, he's very smart. He's good at everything he does except study. So, at our family I was always inside the house studying, doing my a needle point. You know all kinds of work. He's always outside playing basketball, any kind of ball. So, he spent five years for college, which is one extra year. That means, you know, but he's a very smart guy. He just, uh, uh, I didn't feel we were treated differently, but I think my brother probably felt that, you know, he, he's not as good because studying, that's what we're looking at. But he is good. 

AG: What was your favorite food as a Child?

AC: Dumplings. I love dumplings. I still liked him.

AG: Do you know how to make them now?

AC: I do, but it's too much trouble. You can buy them. A lot of people they make it a home and they sell it. 
AG: Did your family have any special foods that you guys cooked? Maybe a holiday.

AC: That's my dad's favorite is a very, very fatty. How do you say is like pig’s feet or Um, I don't know how you say that, but that's with very fatty meat with skin you cook for a long time. When you take it, when you take it, it just melt in your mouth. So my dad and my uncle, uh, on New Year's Day, they always have that and they drink at the same time. That was good. See, that's why they are healthy. Now they are saying fat is not bad for you. Right. It's the new thing. 

AG: So that you think that was a traditional food? 

AC: Yeah. One of them. The other one is you always want to have fish. So on New Year's eve you always have fish and you, um, so what you call a Nian Nian You Yu, so every year you have fish. A rice was some leftover. So, it rhymes with that. That's why Chinese New Year's Eve, you always have fish.

AG: Did you eat any traditional foods like herbal soups? 

AC: Yeah, my, my mom do that and I being, you know, pharmacy and Western medication, I believe Chinese medication. But you do need a good doctor to make the right choices. Yeah. I still take them. And a herbal soup would be a mixture was like Jensen, you know, um, something, right?

AG: Yeah. So those are the special ingredient. 

AC: Yeah. 

AG: Okay. Now we're gonna move on to your teenage years. Where did you attend high school?

AC: Oh, Taipei. 

AG: Were you allowed to socialize with other kids your age after school? 

AC: Uh, yes. I joined music. Music society, what you call groups. Yeah, we learned the pipa, uh, the Chinese instrument, so we were in a group. We do that. Then I played badminton. A lot of it. 

AG: What is that? 

AC: Oh, the badminton is like tennis, but with a feather with feather behind the ball. So, it doesn't go as fast, but it's still pretty challenging. We have the four of us, we love to play doubles, so we do that and I don't go to people's houses a lot because my mom is always worried as a so. But I do as I'm close friends. 

AC: Have some water. Go ahead.

GA: Did your mother allow you to have from friends? 

AC: Oh yeah. Yeah. She would rather have people come to our house because my birthday's in August is after school, after summer that’s why they always come to my house for a birthday things like that.

AG: Did you have any challenges in school? You said history.

AC: You know, there's one class, you probably never heard of it. It's called Sanmin zhuyi   [Three People’s Principles]. This is Dr. Sun Yat Sen. You know our founding father, Dr. Sun Yat Sen is a very, very good principal so you have to study that. I'm very bad at that. So. But my dad is very good. He used to do my homework. I don't even copy. I just turned it in with his same writing. And the teacher realized that I said he, he just passed me. I got 60. I was really bad at that.

AG: Sounds like every parent.
 
AC: So, but I was so bad, you know, you in copy. I just say just turn it in. So, and also, um, uh, to me history is hard if you say, you know, something happening in 1776. I know they say something happened 1960 that I can't remember. But if you do an analytically. Okay. 1960 it happen in Taiwan, China, Japan, this one. Then I can remember I can do this way because a friend of my husband, he went to Oxford, finishes history, PhD after he finished his business. So, he told me, if you do this way, you may understand that better. I can do a vertical. It doesn't register. 

AG: How would you describe yourself as a teenager?

AC: As a teenager, Um, I'm very curious. I always want to learn. Even now I always want to learn and um, I, I just like everybody. So, I think I had a very good teenage years and I, we go travel on the weekends with my family and my friends. Yeah. I have very good teenager, teenage years, so no trouble. I didn't get into any trouble. So, six years actually went by pretty fast. Yeah.

AG: What year did you say you came over to the U.S?  

AC: 1969. So yeah, that was the year we have four years college. So graduated from high school in 65.

AG: Yeah, I'm asking a really personal question. 

AC: Okay. 

AG: At what age did you begin to date? 

AC: Oh, Date. Well, what I should say is I didn't, but they did. Okay. The first one I remember it was this boy while I was seeing that school. I was fourth grade, fourth grade. He wrote me a big, long letter to say, you know, he said go up to the top of the school. He sent me that letter. You know, about how he likes me, so I showed it to my mom is a, what is this about? But we didn’t date it was just a letter, then, so really going out, will be. Will be in college, I would think. 

AG: When you met your husband. 

AC: Well, there was this one guy, he's from the same, um, village, the Air Force village. So, I, to me, my husband say is very dangerous. I believed this pure friendship between a boy and a girl to me is that he's a boy. I'm a girl. Okay. We can go, but nothing, you know, to me, I feel that way, but that's a mistake. I made a few mistakes like that to me is I don't feel I'm dating. The only one I feel dating is, was my husband because I never held hands with anybody else. No, don't touch me. Don't touch me. 

AG: In some cultures dating is different. What would you consider dating? 

AC: I would say dating will be. Yeah. That, that's to me also, I feel it's very narrow. Meaning for me is like if I believe I might marry this guy, you know, I will be seriously dating. Otherwise I would just say, you know, just get together. So even this one guy, I kinda feel sorry. So, he invited me to his house, have lunch. I said okay, so it went have lunch. I said that's it. He's like, what are you doing? I said, why? Yeah, it's just lunch. But my husband said that's very dangerous. He says, not because of me. You may be in big trouble. 

AG: What were your plans after high school? 

AC: So, we took an entrance exam, went to college. So, after college and all you do is study, you want to go abroad, you know, my school I think two thirds went abroad, because at that time there's not much pharmacy profession because in the pharmacy you don't need a pharmacist, you know, not that controlled. So, we all come out to study for graduate school. So, a lot of my friends work for FDA, pharmaceutical chemists, a manufacturer, and quite a few of them, they have their own company. They became very, very successful. 

GA: Do most people choose to come here or to go to other countries?

AC: Most are to the United States. And some students we have 60 people in the class, 20 of them they are from a surrounding countries like Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong, and they went back to their countries.

AG: Why do you think the US was like the destination spot?

AC: Um, first of all is we all have to us, we have some brothers and sisters like Philips, two sisters that were already here, so as loud or medically they both went to USC. So you and I see and I was introduced by a friend of my aunt to pharmacy school. So I think it just so you know, people we know, we feel more comfortable because you hear more about United States and we study English in school so we know the system better because we don't speak French in England we feel its’ too cold. And um, well if you're there too strict or something like that. 

AG: So, we have good weather?

AC:  So, we, yeah, we, we like United States and because then more and more people come because you all know the Chinatown. There are people you know. Uh, so yeah. 

AG: What is, um, let's say kinder, how old do you have to be to go onto like school? 

AC: You mean a kindergarten? 

AG: Yeah, or what year do you first start going to school? 

AC: Yeah. Kindergarten. Six years was a first grade maybe four. 

AG: So, it's the same here? Yeah, because you always hear like Asian people are very strict with their schooling. I think there was a graduation in college there was a 12 year old who graduated. Yeah, it’s like oh my God.

AC: I don't know if that's a good thing because you know, they need a lot of support because the psychological development is so different.

AG: Yeah.

AC: Yeah. I didn't push my kids, but they are good students. I said I always them to take your time to time. So they do well. So they always get A, A plus. So if they got an A, my husband didn't say anything so they said okay. I didn't get A plus. So one time Larry, the second one got a B. I know B is bad. Okay. So, so my husband is like that. So you have to be A, A plus, A double plus, you know, so I was like, okay, I want to each one of you to get me an F and I'm going to hang that F up on the wall. They said, mom, you're crazy. But I said, they, you know how to get A from F. I mean life is like that. You will fall, you will fail. But you learn how to overcome them to succeed. That's why a lot of kids, you, you hear about a suicide, they can’t accept failure. I said, my God, when you walk and you fall down, how many times when you walk, you ride a bike, how many times you fall. Then you learn. Why don't people accept failure? I told them give me an F. 

AG: Did they ever?

AC: No! It's hard for them, I guess, unless they don't put anything down. 

AG: They were scared of the dad? 

AC: Yeah, you should put an F thing, you know you survived.

AG: Yeah, you're right. Um, let's see. So, I'm bad with dates. How old were you when you migrated here?

AC: That will be a 69. 47. 22? Yeah. After College. Twenty two. Twenty one. Sixty nine, thirty seven.

GA: So where did you, where did you move to when you came from or where did you settle? You were  dorming at USC?

AC: I was accepted USC. Uh, the first year I didn't stay in a dorm, stay was another Chinese student, but I believe you had to learn the language to, to be because I like to immerse. So I moved to, to the dorm and I shared a room with four American girls and the One from Glendale and other one  was a music teacher so we had fun. Yeah, we laughed a lot. I'm still in contact with the art major. Yeah, she came to my wedding. I went to her wedding. We're still keeping in touch. Yeah.
 
AG: So, you migrated here by yourself? 

AC: Yeah.

AG: Were you scared? Excited?

AC: Um, I was excited. I wasn't scared because I know this lady, she introduced me to the school. She's going to let me know what to do and all that. So that's why people feel comfortable when, you know, like my husband had two sisters both here so, but you know when you leave it's going to be a long time before you see your parents again. So at that time, you know when you leave is, it's very sad for the parents because they don't know when they going to see you again. And the phone calls are very expensive. You, you go by the minutes, you know, especially Mother's Day, any major holiday you can’t even get a line. Everybody's calling. So you use. That's why you just write letters, a lot of letters. Yeah.

AG: Do you still have copies of any of the letters?

AC: I have some that for my husband. Yeah. Cause I went uh, after we got engaged, I went back to see my parents and his father. So, he was writing to me.

AG: How long did it take to get a letter? 

AC: About two weeks. Yeah. 

AG: Do you think you ever lost a letter?

AC: I would think so. So usually when we travel, you know, in the beginning I was send postcards as soon as I get there, I sent to my colleagues, I send to my kids, by the time we get back to still haven’t received.

AG: How, like, how did they, like, what would you write on a postcard? Like as the address? Like how did the post office know it needs to go here? Oh yeah.

AC: Same thing. Used to so, for Taiwan. I just say to Taipei, Taiwan. Then you write a Chinese, um, a address in Chinese. So at least they get to the main office.

AG: Oh. So, you will go and pick it up at the post office.

Ac: No, they were delivered to your house. Yeah. Same thing here. 

AG: Same thing. That's interesting.

AC: They ride a bike, ride a bicycle there, ringing the bell, the, you know, the letters there. The post office is pretty good. 

AG: They've been around for so many years. Let’s See. Yeah. Do you have any questions? Okay. What were the degrees you've earned? The degrees that you have earned.

AC: Okay. There’s a B.S in Pharmacy then Doctor of Pharmacy? Yeah.

AG: So, are you, you are able to go from a B.S to a PhD?

AC: PharmD, Doctor of Pharmacy, B.S is from Taiwan four years, then a USC has six years of Pharmacy school, so USC almost as the first one to have a doctor of pharmacy degree because usually it's only four years. You get a B.S some school has five years, but USC was the only one, uh, has six years. Uh, the reason being we, we are almost the first one to start clinical pharmacy. Now you have a clinical pharmacist right there in the pediatrics team. They made, I mean they, they specialize in pediatric this specializing heart medication. The doctor depends on the pharmacists a lot more because you can't keep, you know, keep up with the new medication. Um, so usually we screened the interactions, we make sure we call, let the patient know, you know, what you've been taking. We do a lot of consultation. So as USC the first one have a doctor of pharmacy.

AG: Was there any males in your department?

AC: Male. Um, yeah, I think in the beginning like half and half, but later on as more female because the work is more stable, you can have a family and you can work like different shifts graveyard, weekends. Um, so it's more flexible, more predictable and uh, the guys like to be maybe like, um, pharmaceutical chemistry. I mean, a pharmaceutical companies. Yeah. 

AG: So, you think it was easier for the males or the females to get a job once they graduated?

AC: I don't think it'd make any difference because once you have to see what you have done, your, your, your experience. Yeah, no, that part we don't have sexual discrimination. No.

AG: So, you think it was the same pay?

AC: Yeah. It is union. Mostly Union. Yeah. So, you union has it’s advantage. It also has the disadvantage when people abuse it. Yeah. 

AG: Why did he choose the career path? 

AC: The doctor of pharmacy is kind of detour from my PhD, but I, I'm glad I did,did choose it. Then I was inpatient for a while. Work was the doctors and not …. sorry. And the nurses. Then I started work with Kaiser in 1979 when we moved from St Louis back to California. Then I worked as a temporary part time to part time to full time then supervisor, manager, director, pharmacy manager. So, I did. I liked to do different things. I like to learn and I kind of liked challenges because I think the reason they promoted me to the supervisors when I work like on holidays is very slow. I would clean up the pharmacy, I will reset up, you know, I, I just keep everything. And in the medical center we used to have discharge medications was 18 medications. A lot of people doesn't want to do it. I said why not? I'm here eight hours anyway. So, I do all those distinct 16 or 18 different things. So, I guess they realize I like challenges so behind the civilized, but later I was director for the Bellflower Medical Center 24 hours for three years. 
So I guess in a way I'm lucky that people recognize I like to do problem solving challenges and um, so, and I grow personal growth with it because we used to take ballroom dancing every time I get promotion, my husband said I danced better, I guess you are more confident and you feel more when you actually, when you have more responsibility, you actually feel more free because you can make a choice when, you know, that's why when you don't have a choice, you're told what to do then is harder. That's the only reason I took the supervisor because I didn't want to be bossing and my husband said, no, you are not being bossy. You're trying to solve problems. Oh, okay. That I like. So that's how I look at, you know, being, having power, having authority is not to boss people around is to, to, um, to solve problems.

GA: Is it safe to say you enjoyed it?

AC: I did, yeah. I think everything I do enjoy it. If I don't like it or I feel I want to grow something else, I would switched. So, I've been into hospice program. I’ve been into dermatology program. My husband was diabetic, so when I become a manager, I set up my pharmacy as a diabetic centered so people know what to expect. I trained everybody to recognize people walking because people coming to the lab, they didn't eat right, so they want to test their blood sugar and then they come to the pharmacy to pick up medication, but when people are low in sugar, the whole personality changes. That becomes very irritable, very mean, but then you realize that then you help them right away or you suggest him take some glucose, tablets, things like that. I think that that's to me is interesting. Yeah. 

AG: So where was your first job at?

AC: My first job as a pharmacist is in Hollywood. Hollywood community in Sunset is a Jewish hospital. Private hospital was ninety-nine beds. Okay. So, all the patients are very spoiled. So, when I'm on call at 12:00 at night, I need my vitamin pills. I have to drive all the way from USC to Sunset. I say, oh my God, they all know. Very spoiled.

AG: How long were your shifts? 

AC: Eight hours. 

AG: Eight hours. And then when they call you, you were on-call? 

AC: Yeah, I was on call. Yeah. 

AG: Did you like it? 

AC: Yeah. Yeah, I mean to me everything's experience sometimes bad experiences. Sometimes you remember the bad.

AG: So, when you got married, had your children. Did your experience change? Like your family first?
AC: Well, yeah, for each kid I stopped working for 11 months, you know, took care of them, you know, breastfeeding, everything. But by 11 month, I feel I'm so retarded. Like I can't talk adult talk, it is all baby talk. You can’t wait to go back to work it’s like Oh I, I gotta get my brain working again. So, I, I like to be a mom and I also I enjoy working. Yeah. 

AG: Who helped you take care of your children?

AC: Well for the, for the, for Jeffrey, uh, I had this lady close by. She has two boys. Very nice lady. So, I just dropped him off at her house and she said he stays there. They had a swimming pool and all that. So that was good. And I work part time of course for Larry we moved to St. Louis. That was a little hard because I didn't know many people there, so when my mom came to help me for awhile.

AG: Why did you guys move to St. Louis? 

AC: Oh, because we were getting bored of the weather here and said there's no change is always green. You know, we were spoiled good times like that. So, if we want to go to a place was four seasons and my husband got a job in McDonnell Douglas the aircraft company to do research. Says, oh yeah, let's move to St Louis. So, we moved in December and it was snowing. You were so excited. We invite some friends we know. So, let's have a party snowing. You haven't seen anything yet? So, then we got a blizzard and we don't know how to drive on icy road and we can’t start a car. So, I said okay, let me pour some hot water over the engine. We just make the ice thicker. So, when Larry is due in February and said, well we better set up an ambulance cause we're not gonna make it. So, he was. We were taken by ambulance, so my husband drove after us. He ran out of gas. So. But the gas station in a St Louis, they close so early there's no gas station, so good thing. A policeman spotted him anyway, and helped him out. 

AG: Your second son was born over there? 

AC: Yeah. Yeah, he was born there. So that's fall. Then a summer you got a tornado warning this where they always have his basement so we didn't know. So, tornado you go downstairs.  Fall is pretty then Winter time is dangerous. So, after three years I said, okay that’s enough. So, we, we, we came back to Cerritos.

AG: Oh okay. 

AC: Yeah. But it's good experience also. We had a lot of friends there.

AG: You haven't lived anywhere else?

AC: Uh, no. Just St. Louis, L.A and Cerritos and here.

TRAVELING 01:11:57

AG: You said, um, you saved for like traveling. Where have you traveled?

AC: Oh, in the United States will be North all the way to Alaska. Uh, the craziest one we had was um, we flew to Detroit, met friends, play golf than Cleveland with, we drove, visit my cousin would play golf in Pittsburgh. Then we went to friends that were across Pennsylvania, play golf, play golf, New Jersey 8,000 miles in eight days. We play golf, so we've been to Canada, Florida, Mississippi, New Orleans. Um, so outside of the country, you know, China all over Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, New Zealand. Then a European country we been to Iceland all the way to Norway. We've been to a Baltic Sea in a river cruise to Ryan, France, Italy, Mediterranean. We've been to Africa. The Safari. Yeah. We'll show you some pictures. Travel. Um, so yeah, a lot.

AG: Did you do backpacking?

AC: Uh Oh. When we went to a Grand Canyon backpacking a little bit, but uh, when my husband and his friend did is they went down and up in 10 hours. We trained here. We were hiking on a San Gabriel Mountain. Try to get used to the slope. Yeah. So yeah, we've been to the Grand Canyon. Yeah. 

AG: What's been your favorite?

AC: My favorite is the Africa. My favorite, um, the, the, the animal is the Africa because we saw all the Africa, um, Serengeti with we flew to different, um, four different national parks. And also I was very pleasant surprise by the people there. They're very nice. They're very genuine, you know, nothing they need not trying to cheat you or anything. I like Africa. That's one. And the second one is a Proc. Yeah. We, we had a special British airline special for eight days. We stay in Prague. We, um, uh, my friend found this guy, through a Rick Steves, you know, his blogs. He is a, he recommended a lot of things. So he recommended this school teacher as our guide for eight days. Yeah. Very, very nice. So this is the kind of travel I like. I don't quite like to move along too much. I like to stay at a place because we were there the week before Easter, you know, you saw the Muppets, they, they play. Yeah. So that's my second favorite. 

AG: Was this with your family? 

AC: With three couples? Yeah.

GA: Was it recent?

AC:   Prague was probably six years ago. Uh, Africa is 2014.Yeah.

AG: Which one do you recommend if we were to travel?

AC: Depends on what you like, if you like animals. I think Africa is the best. It's, it's so, it's so different and you learn so much about Africa, how the animals, now you know, why they want to save the rhinos and elephants. They're really dying. But as far as, um, your view on my cultural thing,  Proc is good, nice and clean. They a lot of churches and um, food is good. Yeah. I like Europe.

AG: Let's, let's say we wanted to learn about your culture. What is the destination for China? 

AC: China. Well, when you say culture, China has a 56 ethnic groups. Okay. So, Mandarin it just official language. So, you can start with the big city, you know, like Beijing, you see the Great Wall, then you go to the river to see the world largest dam. Okay. And um, as far as culture goes, just depends on what you're interesting. Um, if you like the minority stuff. Yeah, we like to go to more west and we have gone to northwest, but as far west, uh, next to Russia and this so beautiful is very a green you wouldn't think. It’s that green. We went in August, I think was August. Yeah. Depends on what you want to see because I think basically you can go to Beijing, Shanghai first to go to the museum, the, the monuments, you know. Yeah. But then gradually you'll find out what you want to do. You have, um, terracotta soldiers. Yeah. So there are so many things to see. 

AG: So many things. So little time.

AC: No, just a little bit at a time. 

KAISER PERMANENTE WORK 01:18:46

AG: Let’s See what was your work environment like at your company?

AC: For Kaiser, Since I worked there for 27 years. Um, I would say, um, because we are union, so they do take care what you say they have to or they do take care of, you know, make sure your breaks, you have lunches, you know, uh, you, you, you have sick leaves, you have vacation. So, they do take care of the workers very well. But being in a pharmacy is very busy. Okay. Because everybody's sick, right? But, uh, a pharmacy spend a lot of money to develop a system. People used to have to wait an hour to get your prescription. Now it is 15 minutes. You're turning your punching and uh, we have technicians to get the pills ready. And the pharmacists, where does the checking. Uh, so. So, you have the typist, either a technician or assistant would type. The technician would get the medication, the pharmacist will double check then do the consultation mainly is the consultation. So, the flow is very, very nice. Yeah. So yeah, like.

AG: I have Kaiser myself.

AC: Oh, okay. 

AG: I love it. 

AC: Which one do you use?

AG: The location? The East LA one. 

AC: Okay. Okay. 

AG: My daughter, we take her in there too. Yeah. I love it because like public places, like you're there for hours and Kaiser as you go in, see the doctor, you go downstairs, and you get your medication. 

AC: Exactly. 

AG: It’s really good. 

GA: It’s all together in one area. I use to go to the Bellflower location, now I go to the Orchard in Downey. A lot more convenient.

AC: In a way it's convenient and also saves money for the patient and the company because everything is in house. Yeah. Yeah. I like it. When I started in 79, Kaiser was in the spec because they, they, you know, Kaiser is one of the private company who owns most lands because now all the buildings they own the land they own before it's all leased. Yeah. I used to work is all leased facility. Yeah. So, it's a good company.

AG: What area were you in around here?

AC: I started as a part time in Cudahy, then Cerritos then Imperial, the Orchard then I went to Norwalk no longer there. That, that's where the hospice was. Um, so, you know, I learned about hospital hospice now I went to um, pediatric pharmacy on Orchard third floor that went to Bellflower. Then came back to the One pharmacy in Imperial, but they're closing the small satellite pharmacies now. So, they, they have more, bigger pharmacies. So, I've been almost all over. Excuse me.

AG: What were the things you were most proud of? 

AC: Profession wise or everything? 

AG: Everything. Let's start from your child. 

AC: For my childhood.
	Hm.
	I, I don't. I mean looking back at the time, I just feel I just do what I'm told and um, I guess I've been told that, that I'm smart, but I didn't feel this because one time my mom, since my mom is a schoolteacher, right? So, I was put on the show a lot. I was always dancing and performing and I just learn one time I was up on the stage doing um, what'd you call play? So, something I suppose to put here, but something happened, now I need to find some other place to put to me is like, of course you just put somewhere else. They said, Oh, you're so smart. You're smart. I said that’s not smart. So, anyway. But I, I think I learned things pretty easily. That's why I love to learn things. I love to find challenges because I think I'm learning makes you feel young. That's why kids, they're so active because everything is so interesting to me is like, you know, after I retire, I learned photography and learn cooking. Now I'm learning calligraphy. I learned how to do fruit trees and know how to do Orchids. So anyway, so, um, you know, like the iPhone, I learned about to Airdrop. So anyway, I, I just like learning maybe that's one thing. Yeah, I don't feel is like a have to challenge, but I just feel everything is so interesting, you know, so, but I don't really feel I am so good in something. So. But um, yeah, learning is something I like. 

AG: Do you think you migrating to the US was a good thing? 

AC: Yeah, I think so is um, um, the system here fits my personality like you can choose, you know, so like I switched like that. I don't know if they will let me do it in Taiwan, you know, because first of all they didn't know what to do with me. They never had anybody switch from graduate school to a pharmacy school. So, later on they know you have to repeat it, you know. So, for me, they only said, um, you need to make up two classes. One is a, what'd you call a? What'd you call 'em? Dissect bodies, what do you call that? 

GA: That would be like Biology.

AC: Yeah. So, I have to go to watch them dissect the patient who just passed away and which was very hard because I was pregnant. I throw out …. the liver so big. But anyway, um, yeah, I think it's a good choice. Yeah. But, um, I don't regret too many things. Whatever I was, you know, encountering whatever I was given, I think it's, it's just, um, do the best you can. Yeah. Even we moved around so much when I was little, but then, you know, I learned from that too.

MORE CHILDHOOD 1:27:23

AG: When you guys moved around or going back to your childhood, did your family, like say your uncles, aunts, how did you guys keep in touch with them?

AC: Um, they did a move around that much. So, it has been letters, not too many phones around. You can call but they don't have phones at home. See just by letters.

GA: Would there be pictures also? Would you send pictures when you went somewhere new?

AC: Not really. We don't have camera.

AG: No IPhones

AC: No IPhones, no cameras.

AG: So, some of that history was lost. …………Did you have a mentor and what skills influenced that they impart on you?

AC: I think um, my supervisors, they are the mentors. Um, yeah, I, I like to watch how they handle things, um, because they are much older than I am and how they handle things. How and they would show me, you know, how you handle your, my professors, teachers. Um, yeah, they always share with me, you know, how they grew up and how they, you know, become what they are. I still keep in contact with my manager from a Orchard. He. No, no, that was my area chief. Um, he's Japanese seeing a descendant. He was the one who promoted me to be the director. He was saying. Are you sure? Yeah. So, uh, I still keep in touch with him. We exchanged Christmas card and he sent me. They also travel a lot with his grandson. You know, I say picture of my travel, my grandkids. Yeah.

AG: Was there somebody you said, I don’t want to be like that? 

AC: Uh, yes. In certain behaviors. I don't, you know, you somebody. I totally disagree. I wouldn't even become friends, but some people they have certain behaviors. I would say no. You know, you learn what not to do. You know, some people they, they would say they would do something for their own benefit. Then afterwards just don't even know, you know, things like that. It's like, oh, okay, I know you, but I don't like to hate people. I think hate is a very unhealthy emotion and angry too because like they say, if you are angry at somebody just tell them why, which part you're unhappy about but don't hold it in because they don't know you're angry and you're just punishing yourself. One time I took Larry and his wife before they had kids to Mexico, a cruise for seven days after we came back on the way in the shuttle, they weren't talking, and I felt something wrong. Okay. But I never asked what happened. I don't, I don't get into, you know what they disagree or whatever. So, I just called my son into the room. I said I feel something is going on and you guys need to communicate. Okay. So, he said non-communication is a form of communication. I said I don't agree because if you don't communicate, how do you know how she feels? How do you know? How does she know how you feel? Communication is to find out. I don't want to know what it's about, but you guys need to talk. So ever since then, they are fine. I do both for both kids. I don't get involved with them or you just have to work it out.

AG: Were your duties in your job primarily technical, managerial or both, and what was your preference, and which was your strength?

AC: Okay. So, when I was a staff you don't mainly technical and that was when we first have to printer, you know, the computer printer and out of the whole pharmacy I'm the only one knows how to fix it. One time I was on lunch and the whole pharmacy stopped and then my manager was so happy when I was like, I don't fix anything at home but I know how to fix this. So, yeah. And also we had dermatology and I was the one making the ointment that are, you know, the stuff that people don't like to do. I said why not? So, when I becomes the supervisor manager, you do have to listen better, you know, you had, you do have to manage, a solved problem, you know, between, among people can communicate for them and necessarily you had to disciplines and no, that's not acceptable. So then when I become the director, you have to go to the big meetings with the doctors, was the area chiefs to the, to me, that part does not attract me because I like more hands on. So, so for, for that part is like you go to the all the other departments and I can tell them what our pharmacy department can do for you, but then listen to everything else, you know, that part doesn't interest me. That's why after three years I helped to turn the customer score from 69 percent to 96 percent. Then I moved down to a smaller pharmacy so I can do my clinical stuff. My boss was kind of upset because that's a difficult pharmacy to manage. But I said, well I'm sorry. I like clinical better.

AG: So that was your choice to move?

AC: That's very unusual to nobody goes from director to a, um, you know, a small pharmacy manager. But to me is I have to be honest to myself and what I enjoy doing. Yeah.

AG: Um, what were some of the key projects you were involved with and what were your primary duties?

AC: Oh, the project, when I was staff we were doing community education. Um, I volunteer to do a hypertension, so I went to different either high school or communities and teach them how to watch, how to do, you know, the um, high blood pressure. Then, um, I also volunteer to, to do the, um,  in hospital, um, ask my patients because they can’t breathe, right. So, I will go up to them how to use the medication, what to avoid and uh, I'm just so surprised. I find those people, they will go to the balcony and smoke. Why they cannot breathe. I was like, why do you do that? So, uh, so I like to do clinical education. So, and as far as um, when I was in the big pharmacy basically is to help the discharged patient to how to make sure they understand their, their medication when they discharge is usually like 10, 15 of them is hard. Yeah. They in the small pharmacy I did the diabetic clinic, which was very helpful. The doctors and the nurses, they're all like that. They notice one pharmacy, they can go in a patient, they can send, they can be taken care of. Yeah. So that I, I like clinical stuff.

GA: I'm sorry, did you have patients that like recurring patients that you would see often?

AC: Right? Right. Yeah. Because once they get to know our pharmacy and uh, the people, the clerks technician know them, and they know what they need so they feel comfortable coming to our pharmacy. That's why it's good to address people by name instead of just calling numbers. Yeah. So that is good. And sometimes you had to yell at patients I have this one gentleman, he's a diabetic patient. He had his diabetic medication to the max and I said, you need to watch your diet. Okay. Then he said, why I just take the medication, the medication, you take care of it. I said, you already maxed out. You need to do something more for your body. 

GA: Did he listen?

AC: I hope he did because I see people coming in with their toes chopped off the eyes blind, you know, amputated because they can get a blood pressure. Blood circulating. Yeah. 

AG: Do you think your knowledge influenced like the way you fed your kids, your husband?

AC: Yeah, I think so. So especially with my husband is diabetic and he is out, so when I cook I'm obviously like dispensing. Okay. Today, low purring. Today, low sugar, sugar's. I say you're lucky you have a pharmacist wife. 

AG: Did he like it? 

AC: Yeah. Yeah. 

AG: He didn't say no. Not Today. 

AC: No. No. He, he's, he's very um, good patient. I always tell my friend he's a model patient. He takes his blood sugar every morning, so he knows what he ate was correct or not. You know, why is high? Why is low? He's a good patient. I wish all the patients were like that.

AG: Let's see, what are you considered to be your greatest achievement?

AC: One thing...I can't think of just one single thing. Um, I don't know. I don't want to say be a mother because that's not just me being wife that’s not me. Because you are a combination of things, right? You’re mother, you’re wife, you’re pharmacist too you’re, you all a lot of things. But basically, I think what I enjoy is, um, um, people feel confident about what I say, you know, I will tell them you've agree. I will also tell them you don't agree. So, usually people come to me when there's, um, dispute something, you know, I don't want to be the judge, I'm not the judge, but this is how I feel. And also I think for the majority, as in if we do this, I think most people will benefit. I mean, you always have some people benefit more, you will do this, but if you're in a group you need to benefit most people so that, that's always my policy. So that's why like a club, they've been wanting me to be the president many times. I don't know, I just want to play golf. No president

AG: Is this why you chose this? (Referring to the house with a big golfing course)

AC: No, we, we, we were so comfortable in Cerritos we were there for 21 years, right. And then my, um, my, the kids grew up and my father-in-law passed away and my parents moved to United States. So, our accountant said, you know, you pose because we don't have any right off. We paid off that house, he said you guys are the best American citizen. You just paid taxes. You need to buy a house, a bigger house so that we don't want to move. Say, well, look around. So, anyway, so we do a 10-mile circle from Cerritos to Imperial cause that's where he works as where I work. So, we went to Buena Park and when he, we didn't know anything about Whittier. I only know one. My coworker lives in Whittier. So, we came, a friend took us here. So, we saw we want a one story house. So, we came and this lady, she's a antique collector and this house was full of antiques and dark. Everything was very dark. I let I let one being everything is this color. The patio was this color, so it was Memorial Weekend. So, my husband came out, there was a mother duck with a three ducklings and the water was blue, so it was so beautiful, you know, so he really fell in love with the house. So, I said we need to do a lot for this house. So, he said, can you do it? We just did our Cerritos house, so I know, you know the handyman, that's why we moved. Mainly, for my parents because my mom is on walkers, so this is easier. Yeah. So, they enjoy it for a while.

AG: So how long have you guys been living here?

AC: Since 99. Next year will be 20 years. So, I always say last century we moved here. Yeah. 

GA: Is there a large Asian community in this area?

AC: Not really. But uh, once you go up Colima, Hacienda Heights, Rowland Heights, Walnut. Uh, then you have a, a Chino that's a lot of Asian. A lot of them are from mainland China, but there are more, um, uh, Asian golfers, Chinese, Korean, Japanese, yeah. 

AG: You Golf?

AC: Three times a week. Since ‘08. Since I retired. Oh, okay. Where do you live?

GA: I live in South Gate.

AC: Okay. Not too far. Yeah.

AG: Have you ever done a hole in one?

AC: No, my husband did the other day I did a Birdie has two, two shots. I've done birdie a lot. Yeah, there's a par three, so yeah, two shot. Cut It in. I'm very quiet at night and very peaceful. That's why I have this net here. See the net just in case the bird, I mean the ball is in one time the ball hit the bird bath because they don't want to get into water. So, they kind of slide to the, you know, the left.

AG: Would you choose the same career path? 

AC: Um, if I do have a choice, I want to be an interior designer. I, I, I think I would enjoy that more.

GA: Is that something you more recently discovered when moving into the new house?

AC: No, because um, I took an interior design class when I was in Cerritos. I took it in Cerritos College I find is very interesting. Yeah. Because it has a lot, you know, color has weight. Material has weight.  The reason I took the classes. I'm in St Louis, I need an area rug. I don't know which one fit. I bought eight to try until I found when I feel right, I say that must be, it assigns, it has to be assigned. You can’t try eight times, we'll find one. And why is it right? So yeah, I think I will be an interior designer 

AG: Would you work for the same company again?

AC: Yeah. Kaiser. Okay. Oh, for the interior design? No design will be. No.

ADULTHOOD 01: 47:39

AG: All right. So, I want make sure we didn't leave anything out. Is there something special you want to share with us from your childhood to your adulthood? 

AC: You looking for Asian specific or just whatever? Um, well for my experience growing up was um, mmm. Kind of scary because we moved around a lot and my dad is not around and my mom get quite sick a few times. She had a, what'd you call? Um, she had like, um, um, blood flowing out. What'd you call it? That? Anyway, I had to get um, um, like, um, pot. It was full of blood. So, so I guess being the older child you do have to step up, you know, when things like that. So he was, she was sick and we got sick too because I had a high fever when I was growing up and I see ghosts I still remember, I see this lady with long robes feeding the chicken in front of me. My mom say you're having high fever. So we were, we were, you know, my was sick. We are quite sick and um, because the, you know, medical care is not there, you know, everybody just coming from the mainland, everything you just being, you know, build. But when we moved to Taipei's the bigger city, so it's, the conditioning is better. But then we had typhoon, you know, Taiwan is big and I rode bicycle to school and I liked to ride home in Typhoon, cause you can ride against the wind and you will move. So, it was fun. So anyway, and we don't have many toys. The only toy I have his model plane no, no dolls, not nothing. So, you play with whatever you have the blocks, you know. No, no toys. Yeah, they are games, you know, like a, the Gomoku, like black and white. There are games but it's not like a set. You just make it up. So, there are poker cards. Yeah. 

GA: So, what kind of poker would you play? 

AC: Um, you're like, um, like something like Blackjack? Yeah. So just whatever, my father and teacher, that's why we play now later on would play Mahjong, you know, the Chinese square, it would play Mahjong. So very, very little toys. So you just make up whatever you can find, which I think is fine too. You know, nowadays people want, you know, so many ready made then you don't have the creativity, you know, you can make up your own toys. 

AG: So, when you're sick, your early years, how would you guys like find a remedy or who would you go to? 

AC: Yeah, you, you do have a fever and things like that. So usually, um, uh, you do have an aspirin, there's no Tylenol yet. So just aspirin and um, a cold bath. Okay. There are some basic penicillin, antibiotics. Penicillin and a good thing we didn’t, we didn't have like really, um, severe disease. Mainly cough and cold. We didn't have chicken pox because we had shots. We had um, measles. We had, we had measles. Yeah. At that time wasn't that popular. So, we had measles. Oh yeah, we had chicken pox because we all have this, this thing. Do you see it? Yeah. This is where the shadow immunization. So yeah, there are some immunizations but no, no flu vaccines, things like that. So. So I basically, I don't think I'm a very, um, a strong, I mean health-wise, I'm not a very healthy kid, so I guess, you know, like I have the references, I got my appendix taken out, I had um, I had a real, real um, because the light is very not enough, so I got nearsightedness when I was in fourth grade, but I was already minus seven. But at that time, you know, being a girl, we don't want to wear glasses so I just trying to sit more and more to the front. So, I eventually ended up at the front row. So, when contact lens come out, I was the first one going to get contacts. But my eyesight still get worse, worse until I was 25. I can't wear a soft contacts. I have to hold my. So, I have minus 14 and minus 13. So really I'm legally blind without my glasses. 

AG: Did you think about surgery?

AC: No, I don't want to touch my eyes because being so severely Myopia, your, your lens is really prolonged. So, the attachment is very thin. That's why I can't carry anything over 25 pounds. And they say don't ski because if you fall you hit your head. It will be detached. Yeah. That's how you get near sightedness because the, the, the, the, the image doesn't reach your eye because it gets long. Yeah. So, I don't want to touch my eye. Yeah.

AG: Okay.

GA: Was there a lot of home remedies growing up? 

AC: Yeah, I think so. Just mainly, you know, my mom will remember what her mom gave her, but they don't. They also don't have resources. You would, you go to get them, you know. So basically, your chicken broth, ginger. Really, really basic. Yeah. So yeah, it's a good thing though. We didn't have anything severe. The diagnostic is, wasn't good. The medication wasn't that good. So yeah, that's why out of my parent's side, my dad also had 12 kids. I mean his family, my mom has 12 too. Half only survive so most can ‘t make it. My Dad's still have a sister, he, she, he, she says I'm a dumb. She can’t talk mom or done. So anyway, for our generation that's especially the, uh, military kids, that's pretty much where we have. Yeah. But we grew up happy, you know, we do the jumping ropes. We played the rubber bands. Yeah. We play the, you know, you throw the stone in the river. So yeah, that's why I don't feel sorry for my grandkids if they want so many things as a, you don't need anymore, really too much material, then they, they don't have to creativity, you know, creativity comes from you want something but you can't have it, then you figure out what to do.

AG: So, do you have family members that are still alive back in China? Taiwan?.

AC: Uh, let's see. Uh, grandpas, uncles, parents know their basic cousins. I still had some cousins in entire. Most of them are here. Yeah, they came to the United States. Yeah. Just, um, yeah, they're doing well. Cousins and their kids. So, no great grandkids yet. Just grandkids. Yeah, we still keep in touch. We try to get together on New Year's Eve, like my husband's side, we're closer to her. Uh, her elder sister, she lives in Buena Park. We went to Taiwan together last year. They just came back from China with her son and her daughter. And her daughter's fiancé, so we try to get together once a week to sing karaoke or go out to eat. Uh, because um, my brother-in-law passed away about two years ago. So, but she's, she's doing well. She also keeps herself busy play bridge and nine holes of golf and she has a Book Group, book club, and she also had lunch group, you know, so yeah. That's good. And she can also, you always count on us if anything happened, you know, just call us. 

AG: On one of our readings there was like, a lot of the woman would get arranged to marry men. Did any of your friends or anybody knew today have an arranged marriage?

AC: No, not our generation. No. They may have. Um, I know Phillip has one classmate. He did. He, he wants to marry this girl. He loves this girl. But a family, I don't know for some reason, says you have to marry this girl. So, he married this girl at the same time. He has a family with this girl. So, he's still with two. He still has two. Okay. Because they both know. They both say, okay.

AG: Let's see. Adult life, when you started dating, were there qualities you were looking for in your husband?

AC: Um, I think basically I wasn't looking, but I'm attracted to is that, um, he is very generous. Say my first impression was the first year we came on 10 October the 10th, that's our national holiday in Taiwan. So, the counselor put out a dance party for students. So, he was the one trying to get everybody to go. So, he came to me. Do you want to go? He came to my friend. Do you want to go? He's very generous. He's still like that. So, I think that is very good too, to be happy and want to see people happy. That's why when we're together he, he, he always, he probably told them too because I was very serious, you know. So, when he saw me in the lab, I was like on my feet for 12 hours during my experiment, doesn't smile, doesn't talk. So, he said to himself, I said, I'm going to make this girl smile at least once a day. He still does that. I didn't smile much. I guess because the responsibilities are here, so you always, you know, want to make sure I think of everything so, so yeah. So, I think, uh, to be a good person. Honest and generous. Yeah. That's, that's the most important thing. 

AG: So, you guys met here?

AC: Yes. Yeah. So, at the same time, you know, when you have a new girl coming to the campus all the boys know. Okay. So, they are people coming to me saying, you know, I have a car, I have a house, I have my PhD, I have a job, you know, would you like to go out with me? I said, well, I don't care. I mean all that things and I don't care that guy still not married. Yeah, he's still around. We still see him. And to me those things, you know, if you work hard, it will come. That's not why I married somebody.

AG: Can you tell us more about your husband? 

AC: About him? That they'll find out.

AG: Are you guys around the same age? 

AC: Yes, about, uh, his January. I'm August, about seven, seven months. But I think what we both like to do is whatever we do is good for the community. So like he started his company, we started a choir in Cerritos, uh, 30 years ago, maybe 31, 32, and he right now still has an APA, Asian American, Asian Professional Association is a mentoring program to help the young people to talk to, to have somebody to talk to, um, you know, about your job or whatever is a very good program is being 16, 17 years. So, we also started a Cerritos Senior Chinese Senior Association since uh, his father was staying with us at that time. We saw a lot of friends as parents, but there's no place for them to meet. So, they were meeting at our house. But then it's getting bigger and Cerritos has a very nice senior center. There is a brand new one. So, when they opened then we went in, you know, we registered. So, we also started that association. So, he's good and he doesn't want to have to just have his name all the time. It's just A. Okay. I started something. If it's good for something, I don't need to claim the credit. Say Oh, we always have to say, you know, I'm the one on the. No, you don't need to, as long as he does his job too, you know, to help people that, that part, you know, we both are like that. So, we don't hold onto like, name a lot of people like names. So, I have some water. Do you guys want some chips? I have some chips. Yeah. Some good chips.

RELIGION 2:06:20

AG: So, I religion to you guys' practice?

AC: Ah. No, we don't practice any religion. I mean you specifically, but we are not against any religion. So, like a Larry, he, he, you know, being so committed to Christian, he of course one has to be saved, right? That's what they believe. So, he was so worried. I will burn in hell when God comes again. So, he was like, you have to join the church. You have to, as we said, we understand where you're coming from, but we can lie to you. You don't totally say we believe it. You know, we do believe there's a God, but you know, doesn't have to be in a certain shape or anything because like, like they say, anything you do, God is watching. So, you know, you can cheat anybody, you can cheat people, but you know, so to me God is almost like a conscious. You need to be conscious about what you're doing, you know? So, he is still trying but he ended up, my husband wasn't talking for like two years because he gave up all his education is bad. CalTech is very expensive, right? So, he wants to work, and it doesn't, he didn't work as an engineer at all. So, my husband always says, when are you going to find a real job? So, he said, this is my real job. I said okay. So, after two years then he, my husband finally realized you need to accept what he is doing because he, accept he do them, he does the mentoring for many young people. You teach them [to] follow your heart, okay, this is what you want to do. We'll support you, you know, so now they are talking, but you know, can talk to, they can even talk about Christian before they can touch the subject but not, they can talk. And my son said, well, but the Bible says this is okay.  

CURRENT HOME 2:08:47

AG: Did you purchase the house you live in? Can you describe your experiences? So how was your transition, let's say from Cerritos to here?

AC: Um, it wasn't bad because the owner moved out, I just cleaned everything, painted everything, changed the floor the drape before we moved in. That's the easy way. That's the best way. So, when we moved in, everything's done. 

AG: You guys still own the other home? 

AC: No, no. So yeah, we sold it. So yeah. But this house worked a, really nice. Now you had enough yards for me, you know, to experiment. And Philip likes the fishpond. He always wanted a fishpond. So, we had a little fishpond. Then we have ladders to go down when they are not. So, they only closed for Christmas Day, half a day on Thanksgiving, and half a day on July the fourth because they had fireworks. So, the grandkids like to go down, but I have to go down with them because they are coyotes because of the valleys down there. Yeah. It's a Whittier has a conservation area. Yeah. A lot of animals there.

AG: I see a lot of people, like they have fish tattoos. Is there a meaning to them?

AC: Oh, fish tattoos, I don't know. I, the only thing is like you, you mean abundance you, you always have some leftover fish. But otherwise, I don't know what it means because it's not in the Chinese Zodiac. The Chinese Zodiac starts from the rats all the way go down to the bull. So, Phillips, the dog. I'm the bull. We have a rat. We have a dragon, and we have two rabbits. 

AG: I think I am a snake.

AC: My brothers is Ox. My grandson is Ox. Ox is hardworking. Yes. Very diligent. 

PLAYING INSTRUMENTS 2: 11: 50

AG: Do you still play some of the instruments? You said he played with your friends.

AC: Only the drum a little bit. Yeah. I, I played uh, the Chinese instrument, but I don't have it anymore. Yeah, we played drums for three years. Piano for three years. Yeah. No, my sons play and a grandson the oldest one play. Yeah, the middle one is old enough to play. But the brother is so good so he wants to do things different. So, I said, which one do you want to play? He wants to learn Piccolo is a good do whatever. Piccolo's interesting. He's strong. He can blow it.

AC: Do you need to use the restroom? It's right here.

AG: Sure 

BREAK

 AC: Means that he has needs. So, you need to give it to her. That's why they say the kids, they were brought up by parents instead of a caretaker. They are more secure when they are older because they know they can, you know, trust. Last time we went to, to the Caribbean cruise with the kids. So um, my son and daughter-in-law, you know, want to take to older one to play with the dolphin and the younger one is just not even two a years and nine months. So, he can’t go. Right. So, so he's staying with us. He was so good. I mean he knows he can, he doesn't, we don't understand because he doesn't talk. He do the sign language. So, my husband was showing him pictures on the iPhone. He was so good. He was sitting there, and I was taking him everywhere. He was so good. All of a sudden, he saw them with the penguins. He was like, hi mom! Hi dad! [laughs]  Yeah, this is interesting. Kids know you know. So, when they are quiet actually is now causing trouble. [laughs] Yeah. Yeah. Really. You guys have to try some munchies. 

GA: Did you make those?

AC: I'm sorry. Oh No, no. These are the pistachio squares.

GA: So, do you like to cook now? 

AC: I'm sorry, 

GA: Do you like to cook? 

AC: I watched chopped out. Do you guys watched users put the up?

GA: I watch Gordon Ramsey,

AC: Which one?

GA: Gordon Ramsey, I was watching it on television, it used to be on, and now he has Masterchef, 

AC: Mastershef okay-

GA: and then Masterchef junior, that ones pretty cool because when they have children. Kids cooking on the show. I think they recently had someone who was maybe eight or nine, a little girl, and she would cook, and she, all these dishes, she will cook. I'm like, I wish I could make things like that.

AC: Oh wow, are you-

GA: Raw talent. Sometimes I’ll find the recipe and try and make it. Oh, it didn’t come out like that. I’ve made beef wellington. 

AC: Oh, you did, how good?

GA: I’m getting better at it every time.  Sometimes it will be undercooked or overcooked. 

AC: Yeah. I like to make the chocolate chips? I like to mix things. So, this one you can have these sweet chocolate chip. I like wine. 

AG: And your favorite? 

AC: My favorite actually. I like many things. I liked them smooth. So, like a Cabernet. Pinot Noir? Mm Zinfandel? Yeah. Some of the, I liked the older one. The young wine is a little sour.

GA: Do you ever travel, like when you go travel somewhere? Do you like going to like a winery?

AC: This time we went to um, we went to British Isles because they have beer right. So, we started from Amsterdam. We had beer all the way around. We have beer all the way around. Hello! We're eating already! You guys want some munchies? 

Philip Chen: Alex. Right. So, what's your major? You’re engineering in what? 

AG: Industrial Engineer 

PC: That's good. 

AG: Currently I work for a construction company, so I wanted to go the easy out 

PC: Industrial Engineering is very important. Very important. 

AG: I want to Major in management

PC: Major in management? Okay.
 
AG: You did Aerospace?

PC: Correct. I used to be a rocket scientist. 

AG: You have a seat, have a seat. 

PC: Got Everything from Alex. What did you say?

AC: We were talking about cooking. Do any of you cook?

Raniel San Diego: I do. I’ve been cooking since I was 15.

AC: Good. So, after you are married you won’t starve. I know a lot of girls don’t cook anymore. So, what is your major? 

Mark: Business management 

AC: And yours?

RS: Animation. Oh, animation. I used to do Architecture then I went to Animation.

AC: Okay. Okay. Yeah. That's why my son is doing a Jeffrey, so he is at a final stage of getting funding for a startup. So yeah, and you are business? 

GA: Business Economics

AC: What's the difference?

GA: It’s a concentration of economics. I've been thinking about getting a dual major in computer information. Go from there. From there I worked for Wells Fargo. With all the scandal that we’ve had I want to get into the complaints department because our complaints are growing right now. I want to make sure things are getting done right. 

AC: Do you need to understand the law regulation?

GA: Yeah, there is a law regulation. Where I work specifically in that area that I work in. I work in research on fraud, work with highly regulated for fraud. That’s just electronic items. Just where you make the payment over the phone electronically with your routing account number. There's also, with check cards and there's just so much fraud work with check cards. 

PC: What did you say? What did you tell them? 

AC: Over three hours. Basically, my childhood growing up, college, adult life, and date who have I dated. 

PC: You tell them about your working as a director of Kaiser?

AC: Yeah, I did that. So, what kind of activity? I don't know. I know after you talked to me, what is your impression of me?

AG: Very smart. 

AC: Oh, thank you [laughs]

GA: Smart, driven, and optimist is that we see as an optimist, as you face a challenge, you know, you don't look back, you look forward, you know, I'm, I going to overcome this. Especially because you like challenges. 

AC: Yeah {laughs] I know. I think I'd make some more interesting when you lose the drive to face challenges like, okay, what is today? Just like Phillip, he sings. Did you talk to them about your Opera singing?

PC: No, not in. No, I just did. Well, I had that interest.

AG: Can you sing for us?

AC: You go to a recital next Saturday? He's uh, he's been learning for 20 years now, you want to show them? [laughs] so he, every time he sees he is coming back and tells me, you saw today I realize something new. So, he likes to learn.

AG: So, you play the instrument and he'll sing.

AC: No,

[He plays his video of him singing Opera.]

PC: It's about the Jewish king. Lost his power through a betrayal and whatnot. And then, uh, and then of course physically he got paralyzed. Then of course he prayed to the God and uh, after halfway up the way through, then he got his power back, and he got the revenge. 

AG: It sounds very harmonical.

PC: so, so, so this your project, I mean they, so you have to take that elective?

AG: Is this the first interview you do for her class? 

PC: Uh, well I been interviewed by, by many other magazines and by this oral history, the first time I tried I tried to tell them no.

AG: So, we are privileged? 

PC: Well, I tried to tell them no,

AC: Our friend Shirley.

PC: Do you know Shirley? 

RS: I think I've met her. I think. Last Saturday I believe.

AC: She, she and I are close friends and her husband and Phillip is a close friend. So, she said you're going to have to do it because...

PC: I know Su Allen, to see that those one people that I cannot, 

AC: you don't want to. 

PC: But yeah, Su Allen Quo.

AC: Can I take a picture of the four of you? We may bump into you guys someday. Okay. One, two, three. Maybe you can move yeah here a little bit, yeah.

PC: She loved photography. 

AC: Yes. One, two, three. Okay.

AG: Maybe we should take a picture with you guys. Them two, with you and-

AC: Oh okay.

AC: So, are these names correct? 

GA: No,

AC: No right?

GA: Maybe, it’s from October 27. Remember she made a schedule change last Friday

AG: Oh yeah. 

RS: Yeah, this is for today. So, both of us are right. But it's, um, it’s just him that’s just different. That’s wrong, it's not Brandon It’s Jerry.

AC: Can you write your name according to this picture? In that sequence.

PC: We can take it to an hour most photogenic a position. [laughter] 

AG: Raniel you came out with your eyes closed.

RS: That's how I always look. [laughs]

AG: What's your last name?

RS: Mine? It’s San Diego. Just like the city.

Mark: Are you guys still recording?

AG: Here it is.

AC: You can put your shoes on if you want to go out.

2:29:06



 




